54         THE THINGS WE ARE

" I thought you didn't/'

" Why ?"

" You look different/'

" But these people don't live here, either,
do they? " He nodded slightly towards the
couples.

" No, but that's different/'

It would have been unfair to ask her what
she meant, She was only saying that she
liked the look of him. Good God 1 Why
not?

"Are you going back to London ? " she
pursued.

" Why, this is London, isn't it ? "

" Oh, no I   This is Barnet/'

" I see/'

" Didn't you know where you were, really ?"

" I knew I was in Barnet But I didn't
know that Barnet wasn't London/'

" How could it be ?" She said it so
seriously that he looked at her hard* Why,
she was just a child. His eye wandered
again to her mountain of fluffed-out hair.

" But nowadays they say Richmond is in
London, you know/* he said apologetically,

" That's because it i$t I suppose/1

He took a deep draught of his generous
tea.